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{Abstract)

The Disaster Consciousness and Imagination of Ecofeminism

in Gu Byeong-mo’s Novels,

It's Not Intentional©o11) and I Hope It's Not Just Me (2015)

Jeong, Yeon-Hee

(Daejin University)

The shape of the disaster in Gu Byeong-mo's novel was reviewed from the
perspective of ecofeminism. Disaster embodied in the novel is special because
it is difficult to distinguish between human and natural disasters, and it is a
fantastic horror narrative that is reproduced through body exchange between
natural and human others. Gu Byeong-mo'’s novel puts what humans perceive
as a disaster into the context of others’ request for a screaming conversation.
The fantastical metaphors of Gu Byeong-mo's novels makeus recognize the
other as a new being who reveals himself in the form of a disaster and asks for
dialogue, not a transparent being. Gu Byeong-mo's narrative of discovery of
fear can be regarded as the narrative ethics of rewriting others’.

On the other hand, the spirituality of Gu Byeong-mo’s novels extends the
possibility of consideration and dialogue to other beings on earth. The bizarre
spirituality of Mnsect Encyclopedia, provides an ethical opportunity by asking
meaningful questions about life in the precarious boundary between sacredness
and impurity. The certainty of life in the main character’s calm attitude is
to inform that the female body is being reborn as a place that produces the
meaning of life, rather than being reduced to a resource for production.
Spirituality, an immediate and sensuous experience of the connection between
women and nature, is a particular ecofeminist method in that it can more

fully reveal an important context that rational and rational value systems are
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supposed to be missing.

It is worth emphasizing the ethical momentum of Gu Byeong-mo’s narrative
of discovery of fear. If the narrative genre itself is to confirm differences while
being wary of holism, and that is possible with concrete and vivid language,
the narrative of discovery of fear concretely contextualizes anti-ecological
and anti-life violence. The next step is to recontextualize the novel situation
by having the reader empathize with and sympathize with the world of the
novel. In terms of ecocriticism, it offers “a highly contextual attempt to see
clearly what a human being and what the non-human world might be, morally

speaking, for human beings.”

Keywords: Gu Byeong—-mo, disaster consciousness, physical exchange between human
and nature, materialization of nature, meaning of life, spirituality, narrative of
discovering fear, rewriting others, narrative ethics
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