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{Abstract)

A Study on the Ecological Identity in
Contemporary Korean Novels
-Focusing on the novels by Han Gang, Kim Jung-Hyuk,

Gu Byeong-mo

An, A-reum

(Sogang University)

The aim is to analyze the novels of Han GangMy Woman's Fruit), Kim
Jung-hyuk@Basi/), and Gu Byeong-mo( history of tendril-syndrome) from an
ecological viewpoint to discover the aspects of the ecological identity of
the novel. Ecological identity is not necessarily formed by direct experience
of nature, and it is close to human nature.(Mitchell Thomashow) And when it
is revealed in literature, it is due to the author's sensitive sense of ecological
consciousness about the change of our society, environment, space, and
this is also an ‘gauge' to stimulate the reader's ecological consciousness.
Therefore, in the case of modern society which can not directly experience
nature, it is necessary to have an ‘gauge’ to express it.

In modern society, nature is closer to ‘nature in the city'. Therefore,
recently modern novels are different from conventional ecological novels
which deal with 'natural regression' and ‘idyllic nature'. In Han Gang's
novel, wife(nature) and husband(city) were interpreted oppositely. From an

ecological point of view, however, we can discover a husband who is newly
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recognizing her presence by observing a wife who turns into a plant. In the
novels of Kim Jung-hyuk, will recognize the ‘nature in the city' through
monstrous plants. Gu Byeong-mo's novels can confirm that they are
another self of ours through those who turn into vine plants.

The three novels are differ from conventional ecological novels because
they do not directly reveal the environmental and ecological problems.
But all three novels can be regarded as ecological novels. Because it reflect
the various aspects of nature that are perceived in cities as the ecological
environment in which we are living now. In addition, the three novels are
meaningful as ecological literature because they emphasize responsibility’

for others(nature) and it extend them to the level of (Ecological) ‘ethic’.

Key words: Ecological Imagination, Ecological Identity, Ecological Consciousness,
Han Gang, Kim Jung—-Hyuk, Gu Byeong—-mo
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