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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Aspect of Korean Initiation
Novels after 1990s

— Focusing on Hee-kyung Eun, Yeon-kyung Sim, and

Byeong-mo Gu

Kim, Hoo Ran
Department of Creative Writing

Graduate School of Soongsil University

Purpose of this script is to clarify tendency of transfiguration of
initiation novel produced after 1990's by analysing novels written by
Hee-kyung Eun, Yeon-kyung Sim, and Byeong-mo Gu.

Subjects of this research are TGift from bird(1995); , ™™y beautiful
garden(2002); , "Wizard Bakery(2009), .

Tnitiation novel is a genre of fiction that it shows how an individual
overcomes hardships and shows the person grows from it depending
on his or her circumstances.

In Korea, initiation novels were produced variously after 1990’s, and
it was followed by increasing number of researches related to the

genre.



This script is showing the tendency of transfiguration of the genre. It
1s conducted by comparing three novels that were produced after
1990's and analysing them.

Major factors participating in inspection for the tendency of
transfiguration of the novels are! First, the change of recognition of
family and spatial representation. Second, the change of the motive of
life and death as a rite of passage. Third, the change of descriptive
aspect on initiation. And the meaning of all the changes. By these
factors, each one of the novels is going to be analysed in depth.
Chapter 2 deals with the recognition of family and spatial
representation, and what aspect of the tendency of initiation applies
to it. Also, it is going to describe how the space representations in
fictions, such as the house and the outside world, where the subject
of initiation grows, are symbolized for the protagonist.

Chapter 3 deals with the change of the motive of life and death as a
rite of passage, what aspect of the motive of death is recognized by
the subject of initiation-in each fiction. Experiencing death caused by
third party affects how subject of initiation recognizes direction and
attitude of his or her life.

Chapter 4 deals with the change of descriptive aspect on initiation, it
connects to how the subject of initiation accepts personal development
at a point of growth.

The author reveals key plots from observation through hidden side of
life in fiction. It is a special characteristic of the author, that shows

stance of the author at a specific event through the narrator.

_Vi_



Chapter 5, as conclusion, considers meaning of aspect of the
transfiguration of initiation novel produced after 1990's.

By this, achievements from genre 'initiation novel’, limitations of the
research on this genre, and follow—up study will be debatable.
(keyword: initiation novel, aspect of transfiguration, passage ritual,
Korean novel produced after 1990's, family recognition, space
representation, the motive of life and death, descriptive aspect of

initiation.)
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