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(Abstract)

The Extended Meaning of the Novel Intervening in

Reality Via Mythological Imagination

- Based on Presentations and Discussion Classes with

Text from Harpies and The Night of the Festival -

Lee, Chae-Won

Hannam University

This thesis discusses the process of students’ thinking expansion based on
the actual class cases that analyzed, presented, and discussed the novel Harpies
and the night of the festival, which actively borrowed fairy tales and myths in
the Literature and Gender class. This novel includes issues such as
incomprehension of others, femicide, and counterviolence, and through these
issues, the most directly realized point of controversy in Korean society is
examined. This novel is a text that leads to an exciting reading process by
quoting stories of fairy tales and myths and stories of mythical characters that
existed in a detailed composition and arranging them like puzzle pieces.
Therefore, the students experience the aesthetics of short stories, recognize the
way literature intervenes in the real society, and expand the confluence of
literature and gender. In the novel, the male character who participated in the
men’s tournament and became the target of the hunt did not even try to

understand the other person, but at the last moment he remembers the
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philosopher and mathematician Hypatia who was the victim of witch hunting
and understands the position of others. Mirroring, a mirror reflection on
misogynistic language, was selected as a point of discussion to apply the
counterviolence in the novel to the current real society. Literature has social
significance as a counter discourse and counter narratives such as mirroring can
pursue literary aesthetics. This study is meaningful in that it empirically
discusses that students can enjoy the novel, experience the aesthetics and social
significance of literature, and cultivate the ability to think about gender through

literature.

Key Words: Harpies and The Night of the Festival, Literature and Gender,
Mythology, Counter Narrative, Mirroring
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