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<ABSTRACT>
Political Implications and Cinematic Symbols Hidden in the Noir
Approach of Chinese Mystery Crime Films’: through Narrative Analysis
of (Black Thin Ice)

Doe, Sung—Hee*

As the structural reform of the Chinese film industry progressed in the 21st century,
demand for various genre films arose in the Chinese film market. Accordingly, films of
various new formats and themes appeared on the market, which are critical-realistic films,
commercial films with advanced techniques, and films that shows the director's
individuality within the genre system. Examining the process of emerging and types of
Chinese crime films, we can witness the clash of various perspectives and claims arisen in
China during the period. Director Diao Yinan's (White Flame) is a work that questions
the mainstream ideologies of Chinese society such as immortality, heroism, morality, and
certain order through symbolic techniques and metaphors. Representing the chaos and
anxiety of modern Chinese society on the film, he shows reflections on Chinese filmdom

that has been acting as one of the media that serves the national ideological mechanism.

Key Words : Chinese Crime Thrillers, Auteurism in the System of China, Film Noir of
Chinese Cinema, Diao Yinan, Black Thin Ice, Anti-Nationalist Film

* Assistant Prof., Division of Arts, College of Arts and Physical Education, Myongji University.
blankl@hanmail.net
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