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Abstract

A Study on the Ending of Fantasy Novels
- Focused on the works of Gu Byeong-mo, Lee Gi-ho and
Cha Je-hun

Go, Young-jin

The ending of a novel is the element completing the form and meaning of
a story based on the structural rules such as probability, inevitability and
wholeness. The endings of recent fantasy novels not only relate to the
success and failure of stories but also fully enhance the fantasy, expand the
scope of the story and present the variation of methodology for newly
communicating with readers.

Gu Byeong-mo, lee Gi-ho and Choi Je-hun are the writers who
repeatedly attempt experiments about narrative structure of fantasy novels.
As a result of reviewing the texts whose endings had decisive effects on
genre identity of fantasy among their texts, they could be divided by the
type of fortifying the narrative by securing psychological ground and that of
conducting experiments on multi-layered forms. The ending of fantasy
novels can be the closed ending of safe return to reality by suturing
fantasies inside the narration, the one trying non-meaning by destroying the
established distance from reality or plays a role implanting a new critical
mind into readers through the dilemma about equivalent reality. Outside the
narration, the ending structure could offer a critical field in expanding the
denotation and role of fantasy novels through the drastic and aggressive
trials such as epilogues, multiple endings or structure of series.

This article could confirm the ending of fantasy novels is the element
having an effect on the genre property as much as shocking event and
character as the other through this. Even under the tolerated rules of

_27_



A ESI0 2T M758

environment of Korean novels that considers realism as the main stream,
fantasy has kept tension of narrative structure between readers and itself for
a long time by making a detour of problems of our real world. Currently a
variety of trials that the ending structures of fantasy novels show are
closely associated with change of our media environment. The ending
structure of a fantasy novel is the structure that can explain such change
typically and at the same time it can present the expansive direction of
fantasy novels in that it is the depth of the strategy.

W] Key words ending of fantasy novel, strategy of novel, Gu Byeong-mo, Lee Gi-ho,
Choi Je-hun, safe return, establishment of distance, restoration of
questions, epilogue, multiple ending, structure of series
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