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B Abstract

The Ecoethical dystopia and the Ethics of
Caring in the Novels of Koo Byeong—Mo :
Focusing on the “Hope It's Not Just Mé ("1Z0| LIZE2 017 |E.)

Jeong, YeonHee
Daejin Univ.

The uniqueness of Koo Byeong—Mo's novels lies in that the world
of disaster and violence is understood from the point of view of an
eco—ethical dystopia, and at the same time discovering the value of
caring within it. Koo Byeong—mo's “Hope It's Not Just Me(F1719]
Uik ol 7]&y) is particularly worth illuminating from the point of
view of ecological fear discovery. This is true in that it evokes a
sense of connection as a cause of disaster and violence and thus a
value to be restored. Specifically, the relationship ethic of others,
which is focused on the ethics of caring, is in line with the interest of
ecofeminism. The one thought is that Violence and miscarriage are
mutually encouraging relationships that further reinforce the ecoethical
dystopia, the other is that we can all become complicit in violence in
a neoliberal society where defensive selfishness is prevalent. It would
be safe to say that these thoughts are rooted in Koo's perception of
the world.

The ecoethical dystopia of Koo's novel is due to the fact that the

world we live in 1S a society without caring. It lays the logic of
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efficiency that exists between the individual and the individual, or
between the individual and society, and presupposes individual
subjects  pursued  within the framework of  competitive
self—improvement. Thereby, surviving in a world of indifference
embeds a number of serious problems and an unbearable collective
anxiety. The discovery of fear used in these series of novels, such as
‘Pharmakos’("¥}2r}52)), ‘Corrosive rain’(™)-$-), and ‘History of
tendril syndrome’("d=<&5-92] W#)), deserves to be regarded as
an urgent novel overstatement in response to an ecological crisis.
These novels succeed in overstating the violence and disaster that we
may experience when An unrepentant crisis is accelerated, or that we
are experiencing now, but are covered up by understatement.

The fact that the discovery of fear in Koo's novel is a useful first
step is the fact that it evokes the fundamental and deep mind that
should be equipped in the act of caring. ‘Alien substance’(M0]&),
‘How far’ ("]t 7FA|E £t}), and ‘History of tendril syndrome’ depict
the act of caring as a sense of connection and relational ethics. The
possibility of caring is weakly revealed in the world of violence, but
the moment powerfully revives and expands the sense of caring within
the characters, which is very unique that in the Koo’s novel. Koo's art
of discovering fear clearly shows the direction of what he is trying to
emphasize and what he is keeping. The character of Meddler and the
Meddler controversy in ‘rear window ("©|%},) paradoxically reveals
that in an indifferent society where defensive selfishness prevails, the
ethic of nurture and care does not remain in the private realm, but
hopes to spread publicly and spiritually in the community. Through

this process, Koo's novels are becoming a response to the ecological
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crisis society.

Key words: ecoethical dystopia, indifference society, defensive selfishness,
art of discovering fear, sense of connection, ethics of others,
sense of caring
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