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Abstract

Fantasy Space and New Growth in Koo Byung-mo's Novels
- Focusing on 'Wizard Bakery’ and 'Come to the Ark’

Kim, SoonJoung(Wonkwang Univ,)

The purpose of this paper is to investigate how the theme of
“growth,” a universal value in young adult literature, manifests in
the fantasy spaces of Gu Byeong—mo’'s The Wizard Bakery and Come
to the Ark, and to identify the new framework of growth that Gu
proposes, Since the mid—to—late 2000s, Gu Byeong—mo has been a
prominent figure in young adult literature, significantly contributing
to its popularization, Her works are praised for their integration of
mythology and fairy tales, as well as their meticulously structured
narratives grounded in professional expertise,

Both The Wizard Bakery and Come to the Ark, two of Gu's most
notable works, share a common theme as growth narratives set in
fantasy worlds, The fantasy spaces Gu creates serve as realms of
comfort and healing but also as spaces reflecting harsher inequalities
and hierarchies than those of the real world, These spaces are neither
disconnected from reality nor portrayed as perfect utopias.

While characters in fantasy literature often possess extraordinary or
supernatural abilities, Gu breaks away from this convention by depicting
ordinary adolescent protagonists, Even the mentors or helpers they
encounter within these fantasy worlds are imperfect, Furthermore, Gu
reinterprets the concept of growth, Traditional growth narratives tend
to focus on the outcome, whereas Gu shifts the emphasis to the process.
She asserts that experiencing failure is a crucial part of “growth” and
interprets it as a “consequence of choice,” placing “individual agency”
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at the heart of the growth process.
This study analyzes the relationship between the introduction of
fantasy spaces and the protagonists growth in Gu Byeong—mo's novels,
It examines how the conventional framework of growth narratives in
young adult literature is redefined through the use of “fantasy spaces.”
Additionally, the paper is significant in that it analyzes Come to the
Ark, which has received little scholarly attention, alongside The Wizard

Bakery, thereby identifying the distinctive characteristics of the fantasy

spaces in both texts,

m Keywords: Koo Byung—mo, youth novel, fantasy space, growth
grammar, growth narrative, healing, comfort, inequality, hierarchy
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