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ABSTRACT

The Fantasy of Korean Short Stories
since the 2000s

-Focusing on Hwang Jeong-eun, Gu Byeong-mo,

and Yun I-hyeong

Lee, Ji-ho
Department of Korean Language and literature

Graduate School of Dongguk University

The purpose of this paper is to study the fantasy of Korean short
stories since the 2000s, focusing on Hwang Jeong—eun, Gu
Byeong-mo, and Yun I-hyeong. Current Korean society has wvarious
chronic problems such as labor instability, polarization of income, and
hatred of others due to the tendency to blindly pursue efficiency and
performance after government lead modernization and industrialization.
The critical mind of these problems is implied in many authors’
works, but among them, Hwang Jeong—eun, Gu Byeong-mo, and Yun

I-hyeong’s stories are noticeable because they embody their point of
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views in the unique way which often uses fantasy.

In Hwang Jeong—eun’s stories, the city is described as the place of
redevelopment and reconstruction projects and slum. People who can't
participate in social reproduction and economic activities become
anonymous and forgotten. In the stories, they appear as ghostly
beings that wander around the city in an ambiguous state that can’t
be clearly defined at the boundary between life and death. In addition,
in Hwang Jeong-eun’s stories, the characters don't feel great fear nor
confusion when they face fantastic events, but rather accept them
calmly. This strange attitude comes from the awareness of the logic
of capital and efficiency that governs the modern society, and the
fantastic event is nothing but a reminder of the exclusion and
violence that this logic inevitably creates. In this way, fantasy doesn’t
cause fatal cracks in the world surrounding the characters, but rather
reveals the absurdity of reality through characters whose emotions
are erased.

In Gu Byeong-mo’s stories, individual workers often suffer from
many labor problems and excessive competition caused by
modernization, industrialization and neoliberal reform handled with
more haste than caution. The fact that the disasters in the stories
clearly reveal the current situation of Korean society without
reshaping the world can be interpreted as a call for discussing
problems at the fundamental level. Also, adopting and varying folk

tales and fairy tales is an important feature of Gu Byeong-mo’s
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stories, in which the variation is made by twisting the lessons and
happy ending of the existing stories and digging into the hidden
ideology and violence. Gu Byeong-mo’'s works break up and
reinterpret the existing narrative that is based on moral and Christian
concepts of good and evil in a modern way.

In Yun I-hyeong’'s stories, the characters experience division in
various ways like mentally, physically and technically and it’s caused
by the system of capitalism and the dilemma of a Hyper—connected
society. In the stories, division is considered as a pathological
symptom that must be fixed and eliminated from the society based
on the principle of modernity, but it also serves as an opportunity for
the character to express one’s own pain and witness the absurdity of
the world that has not been recognized. In addition, the combination
of fantasy and scientific imagination in Yun I-hyeong’s stories can be
interpreted in the context of posthumanism that aims to escape from
the dualistic thinking and homocentrism. The stories don’t lean on the
optimistic outlook for science nor fragmentary setting of remodeling a
part of the body. The meaning of posthumanity is realized by the
characters’ choices and willingness to cut off exploitation by modern
hierarchies and capital.

As Hwang Jeong—eun, Gu Byeong-mo, and Yun I-hyeong’s stories
show, fantasy doesn’'t merely works as a playful means of escaping
reality, but gives people who are neglected and exposes the absurdity

of current society. The significance of fantasy can be confirmed in
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that it is combined with the author’s point of view and closely relates

to the reality and provides another literary experiences.
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